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1832.] Home Affairs. 47 

THE BATTLE-FIELD 

BY EDWIN C. HICKMAN. 

Not in the battle-field 

Of carnage and of death, 
Be it my lot to yield 

My last expiring breath. 
What though the scroll of fame, 

On bright historic page, 
Transmit the warrior's name 

To last succeeding age ; 
What though triumphal arch, 

A link in hist'ry's chain, 
Attest the victor's march 

With vaquished in his train ; 
Can noise of drum and fife, 

Or thundering cannon's roar, 
Reckless contempt of life. 

And hands besmeared with gore ; 
Can curse of fallen foe. 

Heard in his dying breath. 
Dispel our gloom and wo, 

Or blunt the sting of death ? 
Think not that death's cold flood 

Can wash away the stain 
Of man, thy brother's blood. 

In horrid battle slain. 
But, though 1 would convert 

The Hword into the Pen, 
And wield it, not to hurt, 

But save, my feiluw men ; 
Yet, born of those who fought 

Our liberties to gain. 
The liberty of thought 
I ever will maintain ; 
And, though I will not take 

iThe life I cannot give, 
A martyr at the stake 

I'll die, or freeman live. 
We should not fear to die, 

If God or country call ; 
It is not when, but w/iy. 
And HOW, we are to fall. 

April, 1847. Written on the report of some battles in the lute Mexican Wax, 



HOME AFFAIRS. 

Petitions to Congress. — We are glad to find our friends, in different 
and distant parts of tlie country, disposed to co-operate with us by forward- 
ing petitions to Congress in favor of peaceful substitutes tor War; and we 
hope they will continue these services. We rejoice especially to see such 
petitions coming, as they do, from the South and the extreme West. We 
give a single letter on this subject from Kentucly? : — 

iN'ior Joneses J\iursery, Kentucky, December 23, 1851. 

Dear Sir, — In compliance with youi Circulai to the friends of peace 
published in the New Yoik Obseivet, I have copied the Petition to Con- 
gress, and am procuring sij;natuies to. it. Some object; but nearly all to 
whom it is presented sign, although ii is a subject with which the minds 
of the people generally ate not familiarized. I wish they were ; for it 



